Welcome to the Spring Newsletter!

If you are a UK taxpayer, please consider
completing a Gift Aid form. We have
recently received a valuable refund from
HMRC, based on donations and
membership fees, which will help the trust
carry out its activities during the year.

Research
GeoMôn Geologist Margaret Wood has been
asked by colleagues in the Czech Republic if
they can come and look at melange and
pillows lavas as there are some similarities
in their area. This visit is expected in
July/August with a request to take
samples. Margaret has also been asked by
UNESCO to write a paper on Anglesey
limestone and stromatolites.

An additional method of raising funds for
the trust is through the Give as You Live
platform. If you shop online, GAYL
has over 4,000 vendors that will contribute
a donation when you select GeoMôn
Anglesey Geopark as your chosen charity.
https://www.giveasyoulive.com

Membership / Donations
Thank you to all members who have
renewed their fees for 2020 and welcome
to all new members. We look forward to
meeting you at some of our events during
the year. Grateful thanks also go to our
supporting corporate members – Henllys
HPB, Hogan Group, Outdoor Alternative,
Penrhyn Cottage, Robertson Geo and
Holiday Accommodation.

Last year’s successful members’ walk

So that we can communicate with our
membership more effectively, it would be
very helpful if all members could please
provide an email address. If you have not
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already provided one, can you please
contact Gavin; this will also help to keep our
postal costs to a minimum.
Full details on the different rates of
membership are available at
http://www.geomon.co.uk/membership/4
533383911

It’s not only us
preparing for
the season!

If you have any queries regarding
membership, please contact me, Gavin
Rowlands, on 07903-342129 or
ddraiggoch@sbcglobal.net
We will let you know our revised opening
date.

Watch House Centre and
Volunteering Opportunities

We aim to be open six days a week from
Tuesday to Sunday but our opening hours
depend on the number of volunteers who
can help out. Due to illness and changes in
circumstances we urgently need to recruit
some new volunteers for 2020. This can be
for a weekly slot or to cover holidays,
absences etc. If you can help in any way
please contact Martin Schwaller at
martinschwaller1@gmail.com. We will
show you around the facilities and give you
opportunities to learn about the geology of
Anglesey.

Last year our exhibition centre in the Watch
House in Amlwch Port had a total of 3781
visitors from all UK countries and
worldwide.
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We have been busy getting the Watch
House ready for the new season and are
excited about our new audio-visual
equipment which will give a range of
interactive activities to visitors. We had
planned to open for Easter, however, due to
the current situation with COVID-19 we are
reviewing this.

Sometimes exciting things happen outside in
the harbour. Filming for Channel 4’s Hunted.
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Sciences, at Bangor University. During his
last decade, he devised and led the £45
million project SEACAMS which linked
marine scientists with businesses
developing marine renewable energy
technologies in Wales.
“My first degree was in Petroleum Geology
at Imperial College where I became
interested in sedimentary rocks and
modern sediments. My PhD was on the
modern sediments of the coastal zone since
when I have focused entirely on
sedimentary processes in the marine
environment. This has included studies in
Welsh estuaries, the Irish and North Seas,
the Mediterranean, and Mauritian lagoons.
I have been particularly interested in
suspended sediments which play a
fundamental role in most biogeochemical
processes in our seas, including biological
productivity. A current project is looking at
the transfer of particulate matter from the
land to the sea – important because many
marine pollutants, including plastics,
originate as particles from land and it is
vital that we understand how they make
their way through the coastal zone. Such
sedimentary processes will be severely
impacted by climate change and these
impacts have significant socio-economic
implications”.

Walks and Talks
Cynthia Burek will be giving two more talks
at the Holiday Property Bond members at
Henllys Hall on 6th March and 10th April.
These talks are very popular with around
twenty people attending each time.

Greenly Centenary walk 2019

This year’s Members’ Walk will be at Porth
Wen. The date is to be decided.
The History of Geology Group, affiliated to
the Geol. Soc., will also visit again this year
from Friday August 21-23rd. August.

Meet the Directors
Each newsletter we will bring you a brief
introduction to, and profile of, the volunteer
directors who run the trust, and work
behind the scenes to develop the Geopark.

An exchange of gifts and ideas
between two UNESCO island
geoparks

This month’s featured
director is the Chair of
GeoMôn, Professor Colin
Jago.

By Cynthia Burek & Elena Mederas
GeoMôn Geopark, Lanzarote and the Chinijo
Islands Geoparks have a vital similarity.
They are both complete island Geoparks.
For some years they have been
collaborating and exchanging resources.

Recently retired, Colin was
Head of the School of Ocean
Sciences, and Dean of the College of Natural
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In February 2020
Professor Cynthia
Burek who holds
the education
portfolio for the
GeoMôn Geopark
met with Elena
Mateo Mederas from Lanzarote Geopark to
exchange two resources which could be
used by other geoparks.

has many pictures and diagrams to explain
the volcanic history of the island. The first
section describes what a Geopark is with
maps and cross sections. The second
chapter describes
the Geological
Heritage and gives a
brief description of
all its 49 terrestrial
Geosites and 19
marine sites.
Chapter 3 deals
with the Cultural
Heritage from salt
making to wine production and art. It also
highlights the sites developed by Cesar
Manrique, a self-styled geoconservationist.
Chapter 4 deals with the unique
biodiversity of the island of Lanzarote that
also has been awarded UNESCO Global
Biosphere status. Chapter 5 is entitled
Protected Natural areas, while the last
section 6 is called Practical guide and offers
details of the museums and information
points, dealing with aspects of the island’s
unique ecosystems and landscape.

GeoMôn has produced a very versatile
bilingual (Welsh/English) laminated
bookmark, which exhibits a geological
timescale, photographic scale and a ruler.
The bookmark is waterproof and can be
used outside. It is a good example of
subluminal publicity as it states clearly in
both English “GEOMÔN UNESCO GLOBAL
GEOPARK”, with the strap line
“Safeguarding Welsh geodiversity”, and
Welsh “GEOMÔN GEOPARC UNESCO BYDEANG” and “Yn diogelu geoamrywiaeth
Cymru”. This spreads the word
subconsciously about geoconservation to
tourists and locals alike, as people show
others their holiday pictures using the
photographic scale. It has the UNESCO logo
for the geopark clearly displayed on both
sides.

These two resources are very versatile and
could be transferable to other geoparks.

Featured Geosite:
Ffynnon Eilian (Greenly’s Plaque)
Photos and text by Stewart Campbell
This geological site is of historical
importance because it is the last place that
Edward Greenly mapped while compiling
his geological memoir (two volumes) and
map of Anglesey. Although J.S. Henslow had
provided a remarkable outline of Anglesey’s
geology in 1822, Greenly was the first to
map the geology of the island systematically

Lanzarote Geopark has produced a very
interesting geological history of the island
in English. It is entitled UNESCO Global
Geopark Lanzarote and Chinijo Islands. It
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and comprehensively, starting in 1895 and
publishing his results in 1919 (memoir) and
1920 (map). He was supported throughout
this huge enterprise by Annie his wife and
colleague. His map and memoir are still
widely in use today – a fitting testimony to
this outstanding achievement. To honour
this monumental piece of work, a
commemorative plaque was placed, by
members of the Gwynedd and Môn RIGS
Group, on a small outcrop as close as
possible to the last rocks that Greenly
mapped.

8th, 1910 the task was finished, and in his
own words: “Now” said I, “the lines and
symbols for this zone will really be the very
end!” And then my noble-hearted Colleague,
faithful to the last, came and stood by my
side, and watched those lines and symbols
drawn. Our hearts were too full for words. I
closed the map-case. We embraced. Need I
say that Ffynnon Eilian is to me a Sacred
Site.”

The Amlwch Beds are seen here (August 2009) in
Porth Newydd (adjacent to the Greenly plaque
RIGS), with Trwyn Eilian and Point Lynas Lighthouse
on the horizon to the west.

The late Professor Dennis Wood studies the
memorial plaque to Edward and Annie
Greenly at its unveiling in 1995.

The bilingual inscription reads: Dr. Edward
Greenly and his wife Annie completed their
Geological Survey of Anglesey at this place in
1910. Begun on 25.05.1895, the published
memoir and map (1919) remain the
definitive text in 1995, the centenary of its
inception. The plaque was conceived and
provided by Terry Williams, Cecil Jones and
Dennis Wood and was installed by them
(with Margaret Wood and Nigel Campbell
Bannerman) on behalf of Gwynedd and Môn
RIGS Group. The rocks on which it is
mounted are green schists with minor beds
of pale haematite schist and thin jasper
bands. These belong to the Amlwch Beds
that are now believed to be Cambrian in
age. The completion of this Herculean work
was an emotional experience for Edward
and Annie Greenly. On Saturday, October

The plaque to Edward and Annie Greenly is seen here
in October 2011. Point Lynas Lighthouse can be seen
in the far distance to the west.

Some Useful Resources
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Geological maps of Anglesey, based on
Greenly’s original map published in 1920,
will be for sale in the Watch House this
year. Greenly’s book can be read online at
https://archive.org/details/geologyofangle
se01greeuoft/page/n9

available in English and Welsh. It allows
the user to navigate, reconfigure and
expand the content revealing additional
information on the bedrock geology and
landform assemblages.
Facebook Pages
Even if you do nothing else on Facebook it
is worth following these pages managed by
John Conway. Both are regularly updated
with information about the Geopark,
geology walks and featured outcrops:

Have you seen our book about the Geology
of Anglesey Footsteps through Time?
The English version is available by post
from Margaret Wood (details on the
website) or from the Watch House..

GeoMon – Anglesey Geopark, the official
page for GeoMon.
Geology of Anglesey. As well as some
great information about Anglesey’s geology
here you can ask questions and get
feedback from experts.
BActive@Rhoscolyn
See also this page of one of our
Ambassadors BActive@Rhoscolyn for a
series of geology walks. The next is on 5th
April at Cemaes.
Our website www.geomon.co.uk is going
to be revamped soon.

The Welsh version Camu Drwy’r Oesoedd is
available free as a PDF file on our website
http://www.geomon.co.uk/eshop/4579786809

www.bgs.ac.uk/.../geologyOfBritai
n/anglesey/home.html
This interactive geological map from the
Geological Survey, The Anglesey i-Map, is
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